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City of Alexandria, Virginia
MEMORANDUM

DATE: APRIL 8, 2004

TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL

FROM: PHILIP SUNDERLAND, CITY MANAGER) ¢

;

SUBJECT: CITY COUNCIL SCHEDULE

ISSUE: City Council Schedule.

RECOMMENDATION: That City Council:
(1) schedule a bus tour of the proposed open space sites identified in the Open Space
Committee’s Report to Council (to be provided in May) for Saturday, May 8 from
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. with the tour leaving from Lee Center; and
(2) receive the updated Council calendar which includes the following additions:
Tuesday, May 11
7 p.m. Session One of Community Forum on

Lee Center Exhibit Hall Council’s Draft Strategic Plan

Wednesday, May 12
4 p.m. Council Workroom  Work Session on Draft Strategic Plan

5:30 p.m. Council

Workroom Work Session with the Open Space Committee
7:30 p.m.
Council Chamber First Legislative Meeting (changed from May 11)
Thursday, May 20
7 p.m. Session Two of Community Forum on

Lee Center Exhibit Hall Council’s Draft Strategic Plan

Saturday, May 22
8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Work Session on Strategic Plan




DISCUSSION: Mayor Euille and Councilman Krupicka have suggested that Council and the
members of the Open Space Committee, the Environmental Policy Commission, the Parks and
Recreation Commission, the Planning Commission, civic association leaders and other interested
citizens (as space allows) participate in a bus tour of proposed open space sites Attachment 1).
The tour would include key points of interest related to the Open Space Plan and the sites
identified in the report that the Open Space Committee is preparing for presentation at Council’s
May 12 open space work session. That report will be provided to Council and the other
participants before the tour.

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Activities staff will make the arrangements for
the tour, which is expected to take no longer than two hours.

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1: March 31 Memorandum from Mayor Euille and Councilman Krupicka
Attachment 2: Council Calendar

STAFF: Michele R. Evans, Assistant City Manager
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DATE: MARCH 31, 2004 o &
TO: HONORABLE VICE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
PHILLIP SUNDERLAND, CITY _MANAGER
CC: CIVIC ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS
PLANNING COMMISSION

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY COMMISSION
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

OPEN SPAC ITTEE Q{[/
FROM: MAYOR B ILLE AND COUNCILMEMBER ROB KRUPICKA

SUBJECT: OPEN SPACE TOUR OF ALEXANDRIA

One year has passed since the Open Space Plan was adopted into the City's Master Plan
and Council allocated one cent of our real estate assessment to a dedicated fund to

implement that plan. In that time there have been big steps forward on many of the open
space items laid out in the Plan.

The provision of open space is a citywide issue and impacts every corner of our City.
There are numerous opportunities to acquire open space throughout the City; more
opportunities than City resources alone can acquire. We recognize that the preservation

of open space may not always occur through outright purchase. There are numerous ‘
mechanisms, such as conservation easements, rights of first refusal and creative land-use -
planning that can be utilized to maximize the City’s open space resources.

There Were 15 goals identified by the Op’en Space Plan, rahging from protecting and
enriching existing parks to linking and expanding pedestrian, bicycle and trail system to
protecting privately owned open space. As Council evaluates how best to accomplish

these 15 goals, it is important to thoroughly consider all of our open space needs in a
citywide context. :

Given the upcoming City Council work session with the Open Space Steering Committee
on Wednesday, May 12, and subsequent visioning meetings and public hearings on the
Council’s vision for the City, this is a perfect time to take a good look at some current
opportunities to preserve and enhance our precious open space.

3
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To this end, we are asking staff to work with the Open Space Steering Committee to
coordinate a morning bus trip tour with the Open Space Steering Committee, the
Planning, Environmental Policy and Parks and Recreation commissions, civic association
leaders and other interested residents as space allows. We suggest the date of Saturday,
May 8™ and request that we receive the Open Space report prior to this tour. The tour
will cover many sites identified by the Open Space Committee and other key points of
interest related to our Open Space Plan. This tour will provide us all the opportunity to
take an up-close look at the broad range of opportunities throughout our City. It will also
enable our community to come together as a team to address the challenge of preserving,
protecting and enhancing open space in our community in a fair and equitable way.
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